Pro Football Hall of Fame

SPORTS BUSINESS JOURNAL

Elise Bloom

! Partner, Proskauer

BORN: Brooklyn

EDUCATION: University of Chicago,
B.A. with honors; Emory University,
- J.D.
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n a recent video call regard-
ing a sports matter, Proskau-
er attorney Elise Bloom was

struck by the composition of the par-
ticipants. Five of seven were women.

“And we were talking about some

very high-level issues,” said Bloom,

- who works with leagues and teams
on employment matters as co-head of
- the firm’s class and collective actions
group. “You’ve just seen an influx of
. women on the operations side and on
the legal side around sports.”

Bloom recalls a time when she

often was the only female attorney in
aroom. After joining Proskauer in

2006, she began attending social func-
tions around big sporting events, in-
- vited at the behest of Howie Ganz, the |
. well-regarded co-head of the firm’s |
sports law group. Ganz and his wife
- would pick her up on their way so the
three of them could arrive together. |

“He found a way for me to enter

the room and meet people and be

. part of the conversations that were
going on,” Bloom said. “It took a

- while for me to establish my cred-
ibility, but he opened that door for

. me. He would involve me in the

. conversations. And it was sort of

. that kind of mentorship that can re-
- ally make a difference in somebody’s |
. development.”

Bloom’s sports work has included

. representation of the NFL, NBA,

- MLB and MLS. She is lead counsel

. in MLB’s defense of a wage and hour
class-action lawsuit brought by mi-
nor league players, a case that could
have far-ranging implications.

. —BILLKING

More about Elise

GUILTY PLEASURES: New York Pizza, rosé wine and chocolate-chocolate
. chip muffins (not together!)

ADVICE TO MY YOUNGER SELF: Don’t be afraid to take chances.

. MY LEADERSHIP STYLE IS INSPIRED BY ...: My college field hockey coach |
- at the University of Chicago. She was able to develop a group of individual,
. focused, potential athletes into a formidable and supportive team. |

BEST ADVICE I''VE RECEIVED FOR CAREER DEVELOPMENT: Trust

- yourself and your judgment. Do everything you can to always bring your
- “A” game; but if you make a mistake, and everyone will, own it and learn
- from it and then move on.

. THE SPORTS INDUSTRY WILL LOOK BACK ON THE PAST YEARAS ...: A
. period of tremendous growth. The industry had to adapt to uncertainty

- and be creative in finding safe solutions to address the COVID crisis. The
- industry also learned how much the American public values sports.
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