
Konstantinos (Kos) Vavelidis is a partner in the London office of Proskauer. He

advises originators, issuers, arrangers, investment managers and investors on a

broad range of structured finance, derivatives, securitisation and asset-backed

lending matters, with a particular focus on Collateralised Loan Obligations (CLOs).

He has experience representing the majority of European arrangers and a number of

U.S. arrangers and warehouse providers, as well as leading collateral managers and

investors, on European and U.S. broadly syndicated, middle market and private

credit CLO transactions and warehouse facilities.

His experience includes structuring CLOs and public and private securitisations to

comply with a variety of regulatory requirements, including the Dodd-Frank Act and

the EU and UK Securitisation Regulations. He advises on the EU and UK regulatory

framework, including risk retention and transparency requirements, as they apply to

European and U.S. transactions and retention financing arrangements. Kos has

been at the forefront of developments in the European CLO market, including the

development and negotiation of uptier priming debt provisions, ESG-related

disclosure and investment language, rating agency criteria, sanctions provisions and

other bespoke structural and commercial concepts.
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He also has extensive experience in derivatives and repo transactions, and has

acted for banks, hedge funds, private equity sponsors, corporate borrowers,

sovereigns and sovereign wealth funds on a broad range of cross-border OTC and

structured derivatives transactions involving currencies, rates, commodities and

credit products.

Before joining Proskauer, Kos was a partner at a global US firm based in New York

and previously London, and worked at other major law firms and was seconded to

the structured finance team at Barclays and twice to the International Swaps and

Derivatives Association.

Kos is regularly quoted by publications including Bloomberg, Creditflux, Structured

Credit Investor, LevFin Insights and 9fin, and has authored articles in publications

including Law360. He has also spoken and moderated panels at leading structured

finance conferences, including events organised by Opal, FT Live, AFME and

Creditflux in London, Barcelona and New York.

 

Matters

Representative matters include advising*:

Barclays, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, BNP Paribas, Citibank, Credit

Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, Jefferies and Morgan Stanley on

more than 50 European CLOs.

•

Goldman Sachs on more than 10 US CLOs.•

Ares Europe on all of its European CLOs and Ares US on U.S. CLOs.•

MC Credit, Nuveen, New Mountain and Birch Grove on U.S. CLOs.•

Neuberger Berman, ICG, Oak Hill Advisors and CVC on European CLOs.•

A leading international investment bank on a number of asset-backed lending

facilities.

•
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A global investment bank on total return swap transactions, often structured as

securitisations.

•

Leading international investment banks, sovereigns, corporates, buyside firms

and major banks on hedging, ISDA documentation and collateral

arrangements across bilateral trading agreements, syndicated and standalone

facilities, leveraged finance, Islamic finance, securitisation, project finance and

covered bond deals.

•

Clients on OTC derivatives and structured finance transactions linked to credit,

rates, currencies and commodities, including ISDAs, GMRAs and GMSLAs.

•

Syndicates of banks on hedging multi-billion syndicated project financings, and

leading global financial institutions on Eurozone crisis contingency planning,

banking crises in Greece, Portugal and Cyprus, and major counterparty

defaults.

•

A global investment bank on a high-profile cross-border credit and gold-linked

transaction with a sovereign, and major dealers on deliverability issues of

bonds and loans in credit default swaps.

•

*Includes matters handled prior to joining Proskauer.

Practices

Fund Finance, Asset-Based Lending, Structured Credit, Global Finance, Private

Credit, Capital Markets, Corporate/Transactional, Investment Management, Private

Funds

Industries

Private Capital, Financial Services, Asset Management

Education

University of Law, London, Legal Professional Course

King's College London, LL.B., Honours
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Admitted as a solicitor in England and Wales

Licensed as a Foreign Legal Consultant by the New York State Supreme Court,

Appellate Division

Memberships

Law Society

Awards & Recognition

The Legal 500 United Kingdom, Recommended, London Securitisation, 2025
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