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On July 29, 2021, President Biden announced that “to help protect workers and their
communities,” all employees of federal contractors working onsite at government
facilities will be asked to “attest to their vaccination status.”  Those who do not attest to
being fully vaccinated will be required to:  (1) wear a mask on the job; (2) physically
distance from all other employees and visitors; (3) comply with a weekly or twice weekly
testing requirement; and (4) be subject to restrictions on official travel.

Although the directive specifically applies to onsite contractors, all government

contractors should take note of this development, as President Biden is instructing his
team to apply these standards to “all federal contractors,” and stated that contractors
wanting to do business with the federal government must “get [their] workers
vaccinated.”

President Biden’s announcement comes on the heels of the CDC’s recent
recommendation that both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals wear masks in parts
of the country where the rate of transmission of COVID-19 cases is substantial or high. 
With vaccination rates decreasing and transmission rates of COVID-19 increasing,
President Biden called on Americans to get vaccinated – if they haven’t been already –
and is using the federal government’s authority over federal contractors to create
conditions he hopes will encourage their workforces to get vaccinated.

In the wake of President Biden’s announcement, government contractors with onsite
employees should take measures to ensure compliance with President Biden’s directive,
and all government contractors should continue to monitor developments, as it appears
they will soon be required to apply the same standards to all employees.

*     *     *

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/29/fact-sheet-president-biden-to-announce-new-actions-to-get-more-americans-vaccinated-and-slow-the-spread-of-the-delta-variant/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/29/remarks-by-president-biden-laying-out-the-next-steps-in-our-effort-to-get-more-americans-vaccinated-and-combat-the-spread-of-the-delta-variant/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html


Proskauer’s cross-disciplinary, cross-jurisdictional Coronavirus Response Team is focused
on supporting and addressing client concerns. Visit our Coronavirus Resource Center for
guidance on risk management measures, practical steps businesses can take and
resources to help manage ongoing operations.
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