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Proskauer gathered for a firmwide virtual celebration, our 13th Annual Golden Gavel
Awards ceremony on February 3, to honor those lawyers and staff members who went far
above and beyond to contribute to the Firm’s pro bono, corporate social responsibility,
and community building initiatives this year. This past year has been one of immense
adversity and challenges. We thank and celebrate the following colleagues who rose to
the occasion and made a difference for their communities.

Pro Bono

Racial Justice

The Innocence Project – Freedom for Ronnie Long

After 44 years in prison for a crime he did not commit, North Carolina resident and The
Innocence Project client Ronnie Long was finally released in August 2020. Over the span
of many decades, a steady stream of suppressed evidence concerning the crime —
neither disclosed to the defense nor presented to the jury — came to light. It included
lab-test results demonstrating that Mr. Long was not linked to the crime scene; medical
evidence taken from the victim that unaccountably went missing; and, most recently, 43
latent fingerprints lifted from the scene, none of which match Mr. Long’s. As part of Mr.
Long’s successful federal appeal before the Fourth Circuit, Proskauer filed an amicus brief
in support of Mr. Long on behalf of 40 leading scholars who specialize in forensic science.

Mark Harris – New York, Partner•

Election Protection

Watch now

../../../professionals/mark-harris
https://vimeo.com/505759115/2749fe1650


This leadership team spearheaded the Firm’s first all-virtual call center after 14 years of
hosting the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law’s non-partisan Election
Protection voting rights hotline. In partnership with the in-house legal departments of
over 20 corporate clients, nearly 400 volunteers contributed well over 2,000 hours across
two days to answer 1,800 calls from voters in Ohio and Arkansas, providing crucial
information with respect to COVID-19 guidelines, changing voter ID laws, and mail-in
ballot procedures, while also addressing the serious issues of voter intimidation.

Om Alladi – New York, Associate•

Julia Alonzo – New York, Senior Counsel•

Tara Brailey – New York, Associate•

Adam Deming – Boston, Associate•

Sarah Hughes – New York, Associate•

Philip Kaminski – New York, Associate•

Matthew Levy – New York, Associate•

Jason Madden – New York, Associate•

Jessica Shearer – Boston, Associate•

Elliot Stevens – Boston, Associate•

Daniel Weinstein – New York, Associate•

COVID-19

Supporting Small Businesses

The impact of COVID-19 on small businesses has been devastating. To ensure the health
of workers and that businesses stay afloat, the Firm advised over 150 small businesses in
2020. Proskauer lawyers counseled on provisions of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act and Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), held numerous
webinars on labor & employment guidelines, and advised on numerous transactional
matters regarding force majeure clauses, lease re-negotiation, and much more. These
attorneys were committed to providing stability and peace-of-mind to the local brick-and
mortars and micro-entrepreneurs that serve as the backbone of the nation’s economy.

Audrey Bender – New York, Special Real Estate Counsel•

Lloyd Chinn – New York, Partner•
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Grant Darwin – New York, Associate•

Nicole Eichberger – New Orleans, Partner•

Samuel Kardon – New York, Special Capital Markets Counsel•

Dominique Kilmartin – New York, Associate•

Patrick Lamparello – New York, Partner•

Ayisha McHugh – New York, Associate•

Caralyn Olie – Chicago, Associate•

The Call to Unite

The Call to Unite is a national impact initiative that culminated in a 24-hour livestream
telethon and fundraiser at the height of the pandemic in May 2020. The event brought
together celebrities and public figures like Oprah Winfrey, Presidents Bush and Clinton,
and the Dalai Lama to call upon Americans to do their part for their communities during
these trying times. Proskauer’s work included the preparation of talent releases and
digital distribution agreements, counseling with respect to general intellectual property
issues, including music clearances and fair use, and development of Terms of Use and
Privacy Policies.

Ryan Blaney – Washington, DC, Partner•

Wai Choy – New York, Partner•

Sandra Crawshaw-Sparks – New York, Partner•

Robert Freeman – New York, Partner•

Laura Goldsmith – New York, Associate•

Jordan Horowitz – New York, Associate•

Ayisha McHugh – New York, Associate•

Kelly McMullon – London, Special International Labor, Employment & Data
Protection Counsel

•

Kevin Milewski – New York, Associate•

David Munkittrick – New York, Senior Counsel•

Simona Weil – Los Angeles, Associate•

Impact Litigation
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Baez v. NYCHA

This team of Proskauer attorneys has gone above and beyond in the fight for safe and
healthy homes for the more than 400,000 New Yorkers who live in public housing.
Through a court-approved consent decree, Proskauer has made substantial progress in
implementing oversight and accountability systems to ensure that tenants, particularly
those with asthma and other respiratory illnesses like COVID-19, have thorough and
immediate remediation of mold and excessive moisture in their homes.

Brooke Gottlieb – New York, Associate•

Dominique Kilmartin – New York, Associate•

Nathaniel Miller – Los Angeles, Associate•

David Picon – New York, Partner•

Shiloh Rainwater – New York, Associate•

Jennifer Tarr – New York, Associate•

Oasis Therapeutic Life Centers

On behalf of a live-in farm for autistic young adults, Proskauer was able to secure a
landmark ruling in the New Jersey Appellate Division, which upheld Oasis’ right to assert
a claim under New Jersey’s Law Against Discrimination against certain neighbors whom
Oasis alleged in its complaint, sought to, among other things, interfere with Oasis’
purchase of property in their neighborhood on the grounds that Oasis’ use of the home
would purportedly deflate neighborhood property values and make the area unsafe. 
After dozens of depositions and thousands of hours of legal work, the Oasis team was
successfully able to reach a settlement.  Oasis believes that the final resolution of this
lawsuit is a victory not only for Oasis, but also for the autistic community as a whole.  By
finally resolving this matter, Oasis can now focus full time on its mission of helping young
adults with autism thrive in their communities.

Alychia Buchan – National, Staff Attorney•

Robert Cleary – New York, Partner•

Sara Cody – New York, Litigation Paralegal•

Joshua Fox – New York, Associate•

Steven Holinstat – New York, Senior Counsel•
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Amanda Johnson – New York, Associate•

Mark Linscott – New York, Associate•

Jordan Simon – New York, Associate•

Eric Wertheim – New York, Associate•

All-Stars

These individuals have demonstrated leadership across multiple Firm initiatives,
perseverance in tackling difficult pro bono matters, and compassion in caring for the
most vulnerable.

Sara Cody – New York, Litigation Paralegal•

Yena Hong – New York, Associate•

Jinyoung Joo – New York, Partner•

Victoria Klevan – New York, Litigation Paralegal•

Maya Tarr – New York, Special Trademark Counsel•

Corporate Social Responsibility

Career & College Readiness

Proskauer’s College & Career Readiness programs aim to provide students, veterans, and
low-income or homeless adults with the tools and guidance needed for the next stages of
their academic or professional careers. Through one-time or multi-part workshops,
individuals throughout all sectors of the Firm have made an immeasurable impact on
their local communities by leading sessions on topics such as financial literacy, resume
writing and interview preparation, professionalism in the workplace, and social justice.
Through these programs, Proskauer has proudly supported American Corporate Partners,
the Alliance Dr. Olga Mohan High School, the Bowery Mission, Getting Out & Staying Out,
Guttman Community College, Legal Prep Charter Academy, Manhattan Hunter Science
High School, Match Charter School, and Prep for Prep. Our thanks to the following
individuals who have gone above and beyond to support these programs.

Hanna After Buffalo – Chicago, Office Coordinator•

Casey Brandenberger – Los Angeles, Associate Director of Legal Recruiting and
Professional Development

•
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Mark Bunbury – New York, Associate Director of Human Resources•

Ian Padilla Jong – New York, Associate•

Rachel Kleiner – New York, Director of Legal Recruiting•

Katrina McCann – New York, Associate•

Penelope Pint – Boston, Administrative Assistant•

Megahn Sant’Anna – Boston, Associate Director of Communications•

Heather Seidel – Boston, Office Administrator•

Edward Young – Chicago, Associate•

Mentorship

Proskauer is proud to support various mentorship programs across the globe that enable
our people to share their guidance and expertise on an ongoing basis with high-achieving
students of low-income communities. These programs include: the “Moot Court” initiative
with Francis Lewis High School in New York that offers students the opportunity to learn
the art of legal debate and oral argumentation, the ThinkForward and Inspiring
Tomorrow’s Leaders programmes in London that serve students at the highest risk of
leaving school and girls of African or Caribbean descent respectively, and Article 1 in
Paris that supports low-income students pursuing the study of law. Our thanks to the
following individuals whose leadership makes these programs possible.

Tosin Adeyeri – London, Associate•

Jade Addy – London, Human Resources Coordinator•

William Fassuliotis – New York, Associate•

Pascaline Kleim-Lefrancois – Paris, Associate•

Stéphanie Martinier – Paris, Special International Corporate Counsel•

Stephen Pevsner – London, Partner•

Beatrice Pryde-More – London, Senior Manager of Human Resources and
Administration

•

Scott Tan – New York, Associate•

Jacob Tucker – New York, Associate•

Alleviating Hunger
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Since 2018, Proskauer’s London office has proudly supported The Soup Kitchen at the
American International Church through volunteerism, corporate sponsorship, and
collection drives. The Soup Kitchen provides free hot meals, clothes and toiletries, and a
sense of belonging and community for the homeless, elderly, lonely and poor in Central
London. Under the leadership of the following individuals, Proskauer has provided a small
group of volunteers on a bi-weekly basis to assist in the preparation and service of
nutritious meals at the Soup Kitchen. They have also regularly rallied the generosity of
their colleagues to collect countless pantry items to stock the shelves of the Soup Kitchen
when they are most in need of support.

Alexander Griffith – London, Partner•

Natasha Wilson – London, Legal Secretary•

Community Building

Talent Development and Community Building

Awarded to individuals who have demonstrated excellence through their efforts to build
our community within the Firm. These recipients’ actions have directly impacted the
Firm’s ability to attract, develop, motivate and retain talent. The honorees below have
invested significant time, energy and resources into creating our unique and talented mix
of lawyers and staff members.

Monica Arora – New York, Partner•

Carlos Martinez – New York, Partner•

Nigel Telman – Chicago, Partner•

Leadership and Impact

Awarded to an individual who has served as a catalyst for change in the areas of
diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion. The recipient has been critical to developing
or implementing an innovative program, policy, or activity to enhance diversity within the
Firm. The recipient’s work has the potential to effect or implement long-standing change
and is integral to the Firm’s evolution toward greater inclusivity. The recipient embodies
the spirit of advocacy and uses the influence they have earned to further support the
advancement of diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion in the Firm.

Bernard Plum – New York, Partner•
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Advancing Change

Awarded to individuals who have been engaged in significant ways in bettering our
community through their actions.

Emily Cummins – Boston, Associate•

Laura Goldsmith – Boston, Associate•

Sean Spence – New York, Associate•

Tiffany Woo – New York, Associate•

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Award

This new Golden Gavel, the Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Award, honors individuals who
are actively engaged in fostering an inclusive culture that is free from bias and serves as
a role model for others. The recipients act as a sponsor or ally in championing gender
equity and works to remove barriers and improve the working experience and
engagement levels of women in the Firm.

Katrina McCann – New York, Associate•

Andrea Rattner – New York, Partner•

View original.

Related Professionals

William C. Silverman
Pro Bono Partner

•

Proskauer.com
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