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CAFTA Sparks Divided Reactions in City’s Caribbean Communities

ERIN F ITZSIMMONS

PROGNOSTICATOR Lou Solomon, the Jets attorney in the West Side stadium legal
battle, says that the Jets will find a way to get a stadium built.

A senior lawyer at Proskauer Rose,
Lou Solomon, 49, is head of litigation
for the firm’s international practice
group and co-head of its antitrust and
trade regulation group. Last week he
spoke with The New York Sun’s Julie
Satow about his role as lawyer for the
New York Jets and the status of a Jets
stadium on the Far West Side.

Q. At what stage are the lawsuits
that have been brought
against the Jets for its
$250 million purchase
of air rights at the
Hudson Yards rail
yards from the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority?

A. Madison Square Garden directly
or indirectly brought eight suits total,
and Justice Herman Cahn immediate-
ly threw out four of them. All of these
lawsuits are, in my view, prompted by
MSG and is, what I think, pretty trans-
parently anticompetitive conduct on
their part.

There is a case in federal court,
against the Clean Air Act, and one en-
vironmental suit is still pending in
state court.This is the second environ-
mental suit MSG has brought against
the Jets.The first one was thrown out.
This suit alleges that the environmen-

tal impact statement did not ade-
quately take into consideration, prin-
cipally, traffic.

A third lawsuit was brought against
the Empire State Development Corpo-
ration, alleging that instead of having
one public hearing, they should have
held two. It also argues against one of
the ways the project may be paid for —
payments in lieu of taxes, or PILOTs —
even though the judge already threw
out that challenge as premature in an
earlier suit. On Thursday, we will go be-
fore Justice Cahn to argue the case.

The fourth lawsuit alleges that the
MTA’s request for proposal for the rail
yards was rigged in favor of the Jets,
which Justice Cahn threw out and is be-
ing appealed. The case will come be-
fore the appellate court Wednesday,
and the Jets and the MTA have agreed
not to close for another eight days af-
terward, on June 23, to give the court
time to decide.

Even though the Appellate Division
is pretty fast,never in my 25 years of ex-
perience have I seen it act with such
alacrity. It is extraordinary and speaks
well of Justice Cahn and of the appel-
late court’s understanding that time is
of the essence.

Why are the courts moving these
cases along with such speed, espe-
cially since it is unlikely New York
will be in the running on July 6
when the International Olympic
Committee votes on a host city for
the 2012 Olympic Games?

We asked them to make a speedy de-
cision.The Jets are the only real bidder,
and the MTA doesn’t want to lose them.
Also, MSG is trying to delay the deal to
run up our costs, and with rising steel
prices, if they delay any longer, they
will kill the deal.

If the plan to build a Jets stadium
cannot be resurrected following

the state Public Authorities Con-
trol Board’s failure to approve it
last week, will these lawsuits be
thrown out?

That is a fair question. … The Jets
haven’t brought these lawsuits. If MSG
thinks it has won on the political side,
then it ought to withdraw the lawsuits.
Whether there is an ultimate political
solution or not, we are ready to go.

You have said that
MSG is the source of
the four lawsuits, but
plaintiffs have included
community members
and the public advo-

cate, among others. Do you think
they are all in MSG’s pocket?

Funding for many of those suits
comes from MSG, but I’m not prepared
to say these groups don’t really feel
this way.

The papers have reported that if
the Jets stadium plan is dead, the
MTA will put out a new request for
proposal rather than award the site
to Madison Square Garden, which
offered the MTA $450 million for it.
What do you think of MSG’s plan,
and why would the MTA not choose
the runner-up?

MSG did not have a real plan, they
are just trying to stop competition, and
the MTA knows that. MSG wanted to
jam the equivalent of 10 to 11 40-story
buildings into a space as large as Lin-
coln Center. Nobody is going to build
that, and nobody is going to want to
live there.

The Jets had six developers who
were willing to put up over $400 million
for the developable air rights, and they
were willing to pay real dollars.

The chairman of the MTA, Peter
Kalikow, has said he would not close
on the deal with the Jets if a stadi-
um was not going to be built. What
do you think of this?

There is a lot of value for the MTA
to have the convention corridor built,
and as you know, the Jets stadium
would double as a convention space
hundreds more times a year than it
would be a football stadium. But the
MTA has left itself an out — they don’t
have to sell it to the Jets if a stadium
is not built. I know the Jets are com-
mitted to building the stadium. Ka-
likow has not committed to sell it to us
but said he would if there is some light
at the end of the tunnel, which I
strongly believe there is.

The Jets have already invested $50
million in this,and there are not a lot of
developers lining up to buy this land.
Here you have someone who wants to
pay $250 million for the site and ulti-
mately put in $1.6 billion, and Kalikow
can’t be sure he could get anyone else.
No one wanted to develop that land un-
til the Jets came along.

How does this case compare to
other cases you have argued?

Most of what we do as litigators in-
volves figuring out where one body of
rights ends and another begins. And
here MSG has no counterbalancing of
rights. These cases are transparently
meritless. MSG makes up for this, how-
ever, by proliferating lawsuits. It has
been a great strain on this firm to keep
up with the suits. It is an enormous
waste of time.

What do you think will happen
with the Jets stadium plan?

As I understand it, the Jets are going
to find another way with the city to get
this thing built.

A Lawyer for the Jets Speaks Out 
On the Status of a West Side Stadium

C O R R E C T I O N S
Jedd Wider is a partner at the

law firm Orrick,Herrington & Sut-
cliffe LLP who specializes in rep-
resenting hedge funds. The law
firm is a general corporate law
firm. A front-page editorial in the
June 10-12 New York Sun, “Mean-
while, Spitzer’s Fund-Raising,” in-
correctly described the law firm.

George Arzt is the spelling of
the name of the political consult-
ant. His name was misspelled in
an article about the Liberal Party
on page 4 of the June 10-12 Sun.

‘We think that CAFTA
would be good. But it
needs to protect the
rights of the workers,
improve the salaries,
and the environment.’

‘MSG did not have a
real plan, they are just

trying to stop
competition, and the

MTA knows that.’ 

By DANIELA GERSON
Staff Reporter of the Sun

In neighborhoods where events
across the Caribbean Sea are often felt
as keenly as developments here, the
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment has sparked an intense and divid-
ed reaction.

One immigrant from the Dominican
Republic, Rafael Chavez, was so em-
phatic in his opposition to CAFTA, as
the pending pact on trade is known,
that he almost fell off his wooden
stool on St. Nicholas Avenue in Wash-
ington Heights. “No, no, no,” Mr.
Chavez said, shaking his hands in the
air. The proposal to decrease sharply
barriers to trade between the United
States and the Dominican Republic
and five Central American countries,
he said, would create negative trade
dynamics similar to Mexico’s prob-
lems from NAFTA.

“The government will do well, but
the poor?” Mr. Chavez asked. “Never,
never, never.”

Yet another immigrant from the Do-
minican Republic, Osvaldo Leonard,
who was eating lunch across the av-
enue, was just as adamant that a more
global-market approach would lower
prices here and in the Dominican Re-
public, helping the poor.

“I am in favor of free trade,” Mr.
Leonard said. “It will help the
campesino a great deal.”

With President Bush strongly back-
ing the agreement, it is up to Congress
to decide whether CAFTA becomes
law. It will be a tough battle.The meas-
ure faces staunch opposition on Capi-
tol Hill, with Democrats opposing it
mainly on human-rights and labor
grounds, and many Republicans
swayed by powerful industry groups
lobbying against the agreement.

In local Latino neighborhoods, the
debate is being drawn largely along

lines of those who say the agreement
will enable the poor countries to enter
the global market, and those who say
American interests will abuse them.

A leading organizer of the support-
ers is a Dominican-born entrepre-

neur, Jose Fernandez. The president
of the Bodega Association of the Unit-
ed States, he has organized his 7,200
members to send letters to Congress
to show their support for the meas-
ure. It will drive down the price of im-
ports, helping New York City con-
sumers, and will improve life for agri-

cultural workers in the Dominican
Republic as well, he said.

“Most of the things that we sell in
bodegas, like fruit and vegetables
and agriculture, these products
come from those countries at a very

high price,” he said. “We are going to
sell the same product we are already
buying, at a cheaper price and a bet-
ter quality.”

In fact, as the Washington Post re-
ported this month, the agreement
would have little effect on bodegas,
because America does not levy high
tariffs on imports from the
Caribbean. About 80% of American
imports from CAFTA countries al-
ready arrive without tariffs. The
greater effect would be on American
exports, many of which still face
steep tariffs in those countries.

While Mr. Fernandez has worked to
show Congress the community’s sup-
port, an international vice president
for UNITE-Here, Wilfredo Larance-
unt,has been organizing in favor of the
treaty. UNITE-Here is a union of work-

ers in the garment trades. Last month,
when President Fernandez of the Do-
minican Republic came to New York
to promote CAFTA, Mr. Laranceunt
stood in front of City College protest-
ing the pact.

“We wanted to let the president
know that this treaty does not benefit
the Dominican people in the Domini-
can Republic nor the people in the
United States,” he said. Low-wage jobs
in New York will be lost to countries
where working conditions are worse
and even abusive, he argued.

The basic lesson comes from NAF-
TA, Mr. Laranceunt said. His mother,
an immigrant from the Dominican Re-
public, arrived in the early 1960s and
raised four children on a job in the Gar-
ment District. NAFTA, he said, drove
jobs like that overseas.

Some economists have said the ar-
gument is false. The Mexican econo-
my is experiencing a 2.4% annual
growth rate, which is often attributed
to NAFTA.

The message of growth from free-
flowing trade between countries is the
message that the presidents of the six
Latin American countries included in
the pact — besides the Dominican Re-
public, they are Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Nicaragua — promoted on a joint trip
to America last month.

As part of the trip, Mr. Fernandez
visited the editorial room of El Di-
ario/La Prensa to drum up support.
The next day the paper wrote an edi-
torial supporting the treaty. Noting
the impressive show of unity exhibit-
ed by the Latin American leaders, the
paper urged its readers to “support
the presidents on DR-CAFTA, writing
that while it is an “imperfect propos-
al,” they would defer to the leaders of
those countries, who “see it as the
best deal they could negotiate for
their nations.”

In Queens, an organizer of the Cen-
tral American group Centro Hispano
Cutlatcan, Eduardo Varonha, is not
convinced the leaders have the com-
mon people in mind. After meetings
with unions, he said he realized the
pact would not help residents of his na-
tive El Salvador.

It’s not that he is against CAFTA or
free trade, he said. Indeed, he be-
lieves that Central American coun-
tries, still recovering from the devas-
tating unrest of the 1980s, desperate-
ly need more trade.

“We think that CAFTA would be
good,” he said in Spanish, “but it
needs to protect the rights of the
workers, improve the salaries, and the
environment.”

The New York delegation in Con-
gress appears to agree. While Senator
Clinton said she is still considering her
stance, Senator Schumer has come out
strongly against the pact, citing hu-
man-rights concerns.The Congression-
al Hispanic Caucus opposed the agree-
ment, and various New York members
of the House have been outspoken in
their criticism.

While Congress tackles the issue on
Capitol Hill, from the bodegas to the
churches of New York, the debate
shows no sign of abating.

“It’s on the radio, it’s in the papers,
it’s on public-access television,” the di-
rector of the Northern Manhattan
Coalition for Immigrant Rights,
Raquel Batista, said, noting that new
alliances across national groups are
being forged to create forums on the is-
sue.“It’s being discussed everywhere.”
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CAFTA Sparks Divided Reactions in City’s Caribbean Communities

ERIN F ITZSIMMONS

PROGNOSTICATOR Lou Solomon, the Jets attorney in the West Side stadium legal
battle, says that the Jets will find a way to get a stadium built.

A senior lawyer at Proskauer Rose,
Lou Solomon, 49, is head of litigation
for the firm’s international practice
group and co-head of its antitrust and
trade regulation group. Last week he
spoke with The New York Sun’s Julie
Satow about his role as lawyer for the
New York Jets and the status of a Jets
stadium on the Far West Side.

Q. At what stage are the lawsuits
that have been brought
against the Jets for its
$250 million purchase
of air rights at the
Hudson Yards rail
yards from the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority?

A. Madison Square Garden directly
or indirectly brought eight suits total,
and Justice Herman Cahn immediate-
ly threw out four of them. All of these
lawsuits are, in my view, prompted by
MSG and is, what I think, pretty trans-
parently anticompetitive conduct on
their part.

There is a case in federal court,
against the Clean Air Act, and one en-
vironmental suit is still pending in
state court.This is the second environ-
mental suit MSG has brought against
the Jets.The first one was thrown out.
This suit alleges that the environmen-

tal impact statement did not ade-
quately take into consideration, prin-
cipally, traffic.

A third lawsuit was brought against
the Empire State Development Corpo-
ration, alleging that instead of having
one public hearing, they should have
held two. It also argues against one of
the ways the project may be paid for —
payments in lieu of taxes, or PILOTs —
even though the judge already threw
out that challenge as premature in an
earlier suit. On Thursday, we will go be-
fore Justice Cahn to argue the case.

The fourth lawsuit alleges that the
MTA’s request for proposal for the rail
yards was rigged in favor of the Jets,
which Justice Cahn threw out and is be-
ing appealed. The case will come be-
fore the appellate court Wednesday,
and the Jets and the MTA have agreed
not to close for another eight days af-
terward, on June 23, to give the court
time to decide.

Even though the Appellate Division
is pretty fast,never in my 25 years of ex-
perience have I seen it act with such
alacrity. It is extraordinary and speaks
well of Justice Cahn and of the appel-
late court’s understanding that time is
of the essence.

Why are the courts moving these
cases along with such speed, espe-
cially since it is unlikely New York
will be in the running on July 6
when the International Olympic
Committee votes on a host city for
the 2012 Olympic Games?

We asked them to make a speedy de-
cision.The Jets are the only real bidder,
and the MTA doesn’t want to lose them.
Also, MSG is trying to delay the deal to
run up our costs, and with rising steel
prices, if they delay any longer, they
will kill the deal.

If the plan to build a Jets stadium
cannot be resurrected following

the state Public Authorities Con-
trol Board’s failure to approve it
last week, will these lawsuits be
thrown out?

That is a fair question. … The Jets
haven’t brought these lawsuits. If MSG
thinks it has won on the political side,
then it ought to withdraw the lawsuits.
Whether there is an ultimate political
solution or not, we are ready to go.

You have said that
MSG is the source of
the four lawsuits, but
plaintiffs have included
community members
and the public advo-

cate, among others. Do you think
they are all in MSG’s pocket?

Funding for many of those suits
comes from MSG, but I’m not prepared
to say these groups don’t really feel
this way.

The papers have reported that if
the Jets stadium plan is dead, the
MTA will put out a new request for
proposal rather than award the site
to Madison Square Garden, which
offered the MTA $450 million for it.
What do you think of MSG’s plan,
and why would the MTA not choose
the runner-up?

MSG did not have a real plan, they
are just trying to stop competition, and
the MTA knows that. MSG wanted to
jam the equivalent of 10 to 11 40-story
buildings into a space as large as Lin-
coln Center. Nobody is going to build
that, and nobody is going to want to
live there.

The Jets had six developers who
were willing to put up over $400 million
for the developable air rights, and they
were willing to pay real dollars.

The chairman of the MTA, Peter
Kalikow, has said he would not close
on the deal with the Jets if a stadi-
um was not going to be built. What
do you think of this?

There is a lot of value for the MTA
to have the convention corridor built,
and as you know, the Jets stadium
would double as a convention space
hundreds more times a year than it
would be a football stadium. But the
MTA has left itself an out — they don’t
have to sell it to the Jets if a stadium
is not built. I know the Jets are com-
mitted to building the stadium. Ka-
likow has not committed to sell it to us
but said he would if there is some light
at the end of the tunnel, which I
strongly believe there is.

The Jets have already invested $50
million in this,and there are not a lot of
developers lining up to buy this land.
Here you have someone who wants to
pay $250 million for the site and ulti-
mately put in $1.6 billion, and Kalikow
can’t be sure he could get anyone else.
No one wanted to develop that land un-
til the Jets came along.

How does this case compare to
other cases you have argued?

Most of what we do as litigators in-
volves figuring out where one body of
rights ends and another begins. And
here MSG has no counterbalancing of
rights. These cases are transparently
meritless. MSG makes up for this, how-
ever, by proliferating lawsuits. It has
been a great strain on this firm to keep
up with the suits. It is an enormous
waste of time.

What do you think will happen
with the Jets stadium plan?

As I understand it, the Jets are going
to find another way with the city to get
this thing built.

A Lawyer for the Jets Speaks Out 
On the Status of a West Side Stadium

C O R R E C T I O N S
Jedd Wider is a partner at the

law firm Orrick,Herrington & Sut-
cliffe LLP who specializes in rep-
resenting hedge funds. The law
firm is a general corporate law
firm. A front-page editorial in the
June 10-12 New York Sun, “Mean-
while, Spitzer’s Fund-Raising,” in-
correctly described the law firm.

George Arzt is the spelling of
the name of the political consult-
ant. His name was misspelled in
an article about the Liberal Party
on page 4 of the June 10-12 Sun.

‘We think that CAFTA
would be good. But it
needs to protect the
rights of the workers,
improve the salaries,
and the environment.’

‘MSG did not have a
real plan, they are just

trying to stop
competition, and the

MTA knows that.’ 

By DANIELA GERSON
Staff Reporter of the Sun

In neighborhoods where events
across the Caribbean Sea are often felt
as keenly as developments here, the
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment has sparked an intense and divid-
ed reaction.

One immigrant from the Dominican
Republic, Rafael Chavez, was so em-
phatic in his opposition to CAFTA, as
the pending pact on trade is known,
that he almost fell off his wooden
stool on St. Nicholas Avenue in Wash-
ington Heights. “No, no, no,” Mr.
Chavez said, shaking his hands in the
air. The proposal to decrease sharply
barriers to trade between the United
States and the Dominican Republic
and five Central American countries,
he said, would create negative trade
dynamics similar to Mexico’s prob-
lems from NAFTA.

“The government will do well, but
the poor?” Mr. Chavez asked. “Never,
never, never.”

Yet another immigrant from the Do-
minican Republic, Osvaldo Leonard,
who was eating lunch across the av-
enue, was just as adamant that a more
global-market approach would lower
prices here and in the Dominican Re-
public, helping the poor.

“I am in favor of free trade,” Mr.
Leonard said. “It will help the
campesino a great deal.”

With President Bush strongly back-
ing the agreement, it is up to Congress
to decide whether CAFTA becomes
law. It will be a tough battle.The meas-
ure faces staunch opposition on Capi-
tol Hill, with Democrats opposing it
mainly on human-rights and labor
grounds, and many Republicans
swayed by powerful industry groups
lobbying against the agreement.

In local Latino neighborhoods, the
debate is being drawn largely along

lines of those who say the agreement
will enable the poor countries to enter
the global market, and those who say
American interests will abuse them.

A leading organizer of the support-
ers is a Dominican-born entrepre-

neur, Jose Fernandez. The president
of the Bodega Association of the Unit-
ed States, he has organized his 7,200
members to send letters to Congress
to show their support for the meas-
ure. It will drive down the price of im-
ports, helping New York City con-
sumers, and will improve life for agri-

cultural workers in the Dominican
Republic as well, he said.

“Most of the things that we sell in
bodegas, like fruit and vegetables
and agriculture, these products
come from those countries at a very

high price,” he said. “We are going to
sell the same product we are already
buying, at a cheaper price and a bet-
ter quality.”

In fact, as the Washington Post re-
ported this month, the agreement
would have little effect on bodegas,
because America does not levy high
tariffs on imports from the
Caribbean. About 80% of American
imports from CAFTA countries al-
ready arrive without tariffs. The
greater effect would be on American
exports, many of which still face
steep tariffs in those countries.

While Mr. Fernandez has worked to
show Congress the community’s sup-
port, an international vice president
for UNITE-Here, Wilfredo Larance-
unt,has been organizing in favor of the
treaty. UNITE-Here is a union of work-

ers in the garment trades. Last month,
when President Fernandez of the Do-
minican Republic came to New York
to promote CAFTA, Mr. Laranceunt
stood in front of City College protest-
ing the pact.

“We wanted to let the president
know that this treaty does not benefit
the Dominican people in the Domini-
can Republic nor the people in the
United States,” he said. Low-wage jobs
in New York will be lost to countries
where working conditions are worse
and even abusive, he argued.

The basic lesson comes from NAF-
TA, Mr. Laranceunt said. His mother,
an immigrant from the Dominican Re-
public, arrived in the early 1960s and
raised four children on a job in the Gar-
ment District. NAFTA, he said, drove
jobs like that overseas.

Some economists have said the ar-
gument is false. The Mexican econo-
my is experiencing a 2.4% annual
growth rate, which is often attributed
to NAFTA.

The message of growth from free-
flowing trade between countries is the
message that the presidents of the six
Latin American countries included in
the pact — besides the Dominican Re-
public, they are Costa Rica, El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, and
Nicaragua — promoted on a joint trip
to America last month.

As part of the trip, Mr. Fernandez
visited the editorial room of El Di-
ario/La Prensa to drum up support.
The next day the paper wrote an edi-
torial supporting the treaty. Noting
the impressive show of unity exhibit-
ed by the Latin American leaders, the
paper urged its readers to “support
the presidents on DR-CAFTA, writing
that while it is an “imperfect propos-
al,” they would defer to the leaders of
those countries, who “see it as the
best deal they could negotiate for
their nations.”

In Queens, an organizer of the Cen-
tral American group Centro Hispano
Cutlatcan, Eduardo Varonha, is not
convinced the leaders have the com-
mon people in mind. After meetings
with unions, he said he realized the
pact would not help residents of his na-
tive El Salvador.

It’s not that he is against CAFTA or
free trade, he said. Indeed, he be-
lieves that Central American coun-
tries, still recovering from the devas-
tating unrest of the 1980s, desperate-
ly need more trade.

“We think that CAFTA would be
good,” he said in Spanish, “but it
needs to protect the rights of the
workers, improve the salaries, and the
environment.”

The New York delegation in Con-
gress appears to agree. While Senator
Clinton said she is still considering her
stance, Senator Schumer has come out
strongly against the pact, citing hu-
man-rights concerns.The Congression-
al Hispanic Caucus opposed the agree-
ment, and various New York members
of the House have been outspoken in
their criticism.

While Congress tackles the issue on
Capitol Hill, from the bodegas to the
churches of New York, the debate
shows no sign of abating.

“It’s on the radio, it’s in the papers,
it’s on public-access television,” the di-
rector of the Northern Manhattan
Coalition for Immigrant Rights,
Raquel Batista, said, noting that new
alliances across national groups are
being forged to create forums on the is-
sue.“It’s being discussed everywhere.”
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At the Pump
Current national average
price for regular unleaded
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Change from yesterday
+$0.003
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New York City low
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Queens Blvd in Queens

Prices may vary daily. If you spot a
higher or lower price, e-mail
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CAFTA Sparks Divided Reactions in City’s Caribbean Communities

ERIN F ITZSIMMONS

PROGNOSTICATOR Lou Solomon, the Jets attorney in the West Side stadium legal
battle, says that the Jets will find a way to get a stadium built.

A senior lawyer at Proskauer Rose,
Lou Solomon, 49, is head of litigation
for the firm’s international practice
group and co-head of its antitrust and
trade regulation group. Last week he
spoke with The New York Sun’s Julie
Satow about his role as lawyer for the
New York Jets and the status of a Jets
stadium on the Far West Side.

Q. At what stage are the lawsuits
that have been brought
against the Jets for its
$250 million purchase
of air rights at the
Hudson Yards rail
yards from the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority?

A. Madison Square Garden directly
or indirectly brought eight suits total,
and Justice Herman Cahn immediate-
ly threw out four of them. All of these
lawsuits are, in my view, prompted by
MSG and is, what I think, pretty trans-
parently anticompetitive conduct on
their part.

There is a case in federal court,
against the Clean Air Act, and one en-
vironmental suit is still pending in
state court.This is the second environ-
mental suit MSG has brought against
the Jets.The first one was thrown out.
This suit alleges that the environmen-

tal impact statement did not ade-
quately take into consideration, prin-
cipally, traffic.

A third lawsuit was brought against
the Empire State Development Corpo-
ration, alleging that instead of having
one public hearing, they should have
held two. It also argues against one of
the ways the project may be paid for —
payments in lieu of taxes, or PILOTs —
even though the judge already threw
out that challenge as premature in an
earlier suit. On Thursday, we will go be-
fore Justice Cahn to argue the case.

The fourth lawsuit alleges that the
MTA’s request for proposal for the rail
yards was rigged in favor of the Jets,
which Justice Cahn threw out and is be-
ing appealed. The case will come be-
fore the appellate court Wednesday,
and the Jets and the MTA have agreed
not to close for another eight days af-
terward, on June 23, to give the court
time to decide.

Even though the Appellate Division
is pretty fast,never in my 25 years of ex-
perience have I seen it act with such
alacrity. It is extraordinary and speaks
well of Justice Cahn and of the appel-
late court’s understanding that time is
of the essence.

Why are the courts moving these
cases along with such speed, espe-
cially since it is unlikely New York
will be in the running on July 6
when the International Olympic
Committee votes on a host city for
the 2012 Olympic Games?

We asked them to make a speedy de-
cision.The Jets are the only real bidder,
and the MTA doesn’t want to lose them.
Also, MSG is trying to delay the deal to
run up our costs, and with rising steel
prices, if they delay any longer, they
will kill the deal.

If the plan to build a Jets stadium
cannot be resurrected following

the state Public Authorities Con-
trol Board’s failure to approve it
last week, will these lawsuits be
thrown out?

That is a fair question. … The Jets
haven’t brought these lawsuits. If MSG
thinks it has won on the political side,
then it ought to withdraw the lawsuits.
Whether there is an ultimate political
solution or not, we are ready to go.

You have said that
MSG is the source of
the four lawsuits, but
plaintiffs have included
community members
and the public advo-

cate, among others. Do you think
they are all in MSG’s pocket?

Funding for many of those suits
comes from MSG, but I’m not prepared
to say these groups don’t really feel
this way.

The papers have reported that if
the Jets stadium plan is dead, the
MTA will put out a new request for
proposal rather than award the site
to Madison Square Garden, which
offered the MTA $450 million for it.
What do you think of MSG’s plan,
and why would the MTA not choose
the runner-up?

MSG did not have a real plan, they
are just trying to stop competition, and
the MTA knows that. MSG wanted to
jam the equivalent of 10 to 11 40-story
buildings into a space as large as Lin-
coln Center. Nobody is going to build
that, and nobody is going to want to
live there.

The Jets had six developers who
were willing to put up over $400 million
for the developable air rights, and they
were willing to pay real dollars.

The chairman of the MTA, Peter
Kalikow, has said he would not close
on the deal with the Jets if a stadi-
um was not going to be built. What
do you think of this?

There is a lot of value for the MTA
to have the convention corridor built,
and as you know, the Jets stadium
would double as a convention space
hundreds more times a year than it
would be a football stadium. But the
MTA has left itself an out — they don’t
have to sell it to the Jets if a stadium
is not built. I know the Jets are com-
mitted to building the stadium. Ka-
likow has not committed to sell it to us
but said he would if there is some light
at the end of the tunnel, which I
strongly believe there is.

The Jets have already invested $50
million in this,and there are not a lot of
developers lining up to buy this land.
Here you have someone who wants to
pay $250 million for the site and ulti-
mately put in $1.6 billion, and Kalikow
can’t be sure he could get anyone else.
No one wanted to develop that land un-
til the Jets came along.

How does this case compare to
other cases you have argued?

Most of what we do as litigators in-
volves figuring out where one body of
rights ends and another begins. And
here MSG has no counterbalancing of
rights. These cases are transparently
meritless. MSG makes up for this, how-
ever, by proliferating lawsuits. It has
been a great strain on this firm to keep
up with the suits. It is an enormous
waste of time.

What do you think will happen
with the Jets stadium plan?

As I understand it, the Jets are going
to find another way with the city to get
this thing built.

A Lawyer for the Jets Speaks Out 
On the Status of a West Side Stadium

C O R R E C T I O N S
Jedd Wider is a partner at the

law firm Orrick,Herrington & Sut-
cliffe LLP who specializes in rep-
resenting hedge funds. The law
firm is a general corporate law
firm. A front-page editorial in the
June 10-12 New York Sun, “Mean-
while, Spitzer’s Fund-Raising,” in-
correctly described the law firm.

George Arzt is the spelling of
the name of the political consult-
ant. His name was misspelled in
an article about the Liberal Party
on page 4 of the June 10-12 Sun.

‘We think that CAFTA
would be good. But it
needs to protect the
rights of the workers,
improve the salaries,
and the environment.’

‘MSG did not have a
real plan, they are just

trying to stop
competition, and the

MTA knows that.’ 

 


