
On April 20, 2017, the Nassau Academy of Law 
(NAL), in collaboration with The Safe Center LI, Nassau 
Suffolk Law Services and the NCBA Matrimonial Law 
Committee, hosted “On Trial: The Preparation and Trial 
of a Matrimonial Action” at the Nassau County Bar 
Association (NCBA). The CLE program was presented 
by Stephen Gassman, Esq., an esteemed litigator and 
the senior partner of the Garden City matrimonial and 
family law firm, Gassman Baiamonte Gruner, P.C. 

Mr. Gassman provided a comprehensive guide to pre-
paring for, and conducting, trials based on his extensive 
career as a trial attorney, spanning some forty years of 
practice. His presentation was replete with practical tips 
for the novice, as well as for more seasoned litigators, 
and peppered with illustrative anecdotes that were as 
entertaining as they were educational. Mr. Glassman set 
the convivial tone of the evening from the onset, opening 
with the acknowledgment that trial preparation is a 
serious endeavor requiring extensive preparation, then 

Access to Justice Honors 400 
Attorneys & Top Law Firms 

By Valerie Zurblis
Long Island’s top 27 law firms 

and sole practitioners and 400 
volunteer attorneys who provid-
ed the most pro bono hours of ser-
vice in 2016 were honored at the 
Third Annual Access to Justice 
Pro Bono Recognition Reception 
on April 6,  hosted by the Nassau 
County Bar Association (NCBA), 
The Safe Center LI and Nassau 
Suffolk Law Services.

“Helping as many people in 
need is our ultimate goal,”  said 
Nassau County Bar Association 
President Martha Krisel, whose 
top priority remains access to jus-
tice for everyone. “I am incredibly 
proud of the volunteer attorneys 
who work with NCBA and our 
not-for-profit legal service part-
ners, who work tirelessly to ensure 
access to the civil justice system.”

“The premise of the recogni-
tion is to honor those who place 
the highest priority on helping 
society and those less fortunate.  
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CONFIDENTIAL HELP IS AVAILABLE  
TO LAWYERS AND JUDGES

alcohol or drug use, depression or 
other mental health problems

Call Lawyer Assistance Program
1-888-408-6222
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SAVE the DATES
ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 
Thursday, June 1, 2017
12:30-6:30 p.m. at Domus
See pg 3

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
Tuesday, June 6, 2017 • 6 p.m. 
at Domus
See pg 6 
Watch mail for invitation

NCBA BOARD OF DIRECTOR 
ORIENTATION
Thursday, June 8, 2017
12:30 p.m. at Domus
All 2017-2018 Board members are  
invited to attend

ANNUAL COMMITTEE CHAIR MEETING
Monday, June 12, 2017
5:30 p.m. at Domus
All 2017-2018 Committee Chairs and 
Vice Chairs are asked to attend

NCBA DOMUS OPEN GOLF OUTING
EISENHOWER “THE RED”
Monday, June 19, 2017
Registration 12pm 
Shotgun Start 1pm
Golf and BBQ - $195pp
BBQ Only - $75pp 5:30pm at the Carltun
Call Jody Ratner for Details
(516)747-4070 x226

WHAT’S INSIDE
Matrimonial/Family/		
Adoption Law
Disposition of Cryopreserved Unborn 
Children 	 Page 3

Parental Alienation Syndrome and the 
Role of the Attorney for the Child 	 Page 5

Everything You Always Wanted to Know 
About Loss of Consortium  
(but Were Afraid to Ask)	 Page 6

The Future of Matrimonial Practice	 Page 7

Electronic Filing for Temporary Orders of 
Protection is Expanding Access	 Page 8

Contempt in Matrimonial Proceedings	 Page 9

Who is a “Parent” These Days?	 Page 10

DRL Contempt Legislation: A Silver Lining 
for the Payor-Spouse?	 Page 11

 
GENERAL 
How to Develop a Legal Blog	 Page 12

The Closing Of A Law Office	 Page 13

OF NOTE
NCBA Member Benefit - I.D. Card Photo
Obtain your photo for Secure Pass Court 
ID cards at NCBA Tech Center 
Only For New Applicants
Cost $10 • June 6, 7 & 8, 2017 • 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

UPCOMING PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, May 11, 2017 12:45 p.m. at Domus
Thursday, June 15, 2017 12:45 p.m. at Domus

A  Special Thank You for Pro Bono Service

Volunteer attorneys providing the highest number of pro bono hours of service last year. (l-r)Access 
to Justice Committee Co-Chair Joseph Harbeson; Non-Legal Provider Honoree Harold Deiters III from 
Baker Tilly; Top Medium Firm Stephen Schlissel of Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos; Top Small Firm/Solo 
Janet Connolly, Esq.; NCBA President Martha Krisel; and Top Large Firm team of  Brittany Perskin and 
Daryl Leon of Proskauer Rose; Hon. Ira Warshawsky of Meyer Suozzi English & Klein; and Christopher 
Raimondi of Raimondi Law. Photo by Hector Herrera

Nassau Academy of Law

On Trial: The Preparation and Trial  
of a Matrimonial Action

NCBA members had an opportunity to hear from Stephen Gassman, 
one of Long Island’s highly regarded matrimonial attorneys, at the April 
20 three-credit CLE program, “On Trial: The Preparation and Trial of a 
Matrimonial Action.”  Gassman shared a wealth of information and his 
experiences enlightening more than 70 attorneys on trial preparation, 
advocacy skills, strategy and evidence through all aspects of a matrimo-
nial trial.  Gassman is a Past President of NCBA and the founder of We 
Care.

By Christine T. Quigley
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Our efforts to identify where there is need and 
communicating this to the legal community results 
in more attorneys becoming involved,” said NCBA 
Vice President Elena Karabatos, co-chair of the 
NCBA’s Access to Justice Committee. 

Committee Co-chair Joseph Harbeson added, 
“Attorneys, as professionals, have a duty to help 
those less fortunate try to obtain justice. The top 
Long Island law firms and attorneys we recognize 
today are the leaders that embrace this calling.”

In the past year, volunteer attorneys have 
provided over 7,100 hours of pro bono service, 
resulting in more than $2.5 million in free legal 
services to those most in need. 

NCBA, The Safe Center LI and Nassau Suffolk 
Law Services provide pro bono legal services, con-
sultations, guidance and referrals to address crucial 
legal needs of thousands of lower income Nassau res-
idents in crisis. Attorneys volunteer pro bono assis-
tance in mortgage foreclosure, bankruptcy, domestic 
abuse, matrimonial cases, senior citizen concerns 
and landlord tenant disputes, among others. 

In addition to the attorneys, three non-legal 
providers — Baker Tilly, Realtime Reporting and 
Ultimate Process Service — were acknowledged 
for their commitment to provide free services to 
those in need.

The NCBA Access to Justice Committee is a 
joint effort of the NCBA, The Safe Center LI and 
Nassau/Suffolk Law Services and other legal 
service providers, working together to coordi-
nate assistance, strengthen the core of volunteer 
attorneys through education and professional 
development, and provide information on free 
and reduced fee legal resources. 

Top 3 Honorees from Large, Medium and Small Firms and Non-legal Providers
Seated from left: Ellen Birch of Realtime Reporting; Adrienne Flipse Hausch of Carway & Flipse; Janet Connolly, Esq.; 
Deborah Kelly of Gassman, Baiamonte, Gruner; Ashka Patwa of Horning Welikson & Rosen; William Cornachio of Rivkin 
Radler; and Brittany Perskin, Proskauer Rose. Seated Second row: Christopher Raimondi, Raimondi Law;  Hon. Ira 
Warshawsky of Meyer Suozzi English & Klein; Stephen Schlissel of Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos; Lisa Biondo of Flushing 
Bank; Heather Harrison of Farrell Fritz; Daniel Scott Gerson of Carway & Flipse; Frank Misiti of  Rivkin Radler; and  Daryl 
Leon of Proskauer Rose. Standing: Scott Schneider, Law Offices of Scott R. Schneider; Harold Deiters III of Baker Tilly; and 
Craig Eisenberg, Ultimate Process Service.  Photo by Hector Herrera

HONOREES ...  

Continued From Page 1

Large Firms
Team of Proskauer Rose LLP,  

Hon. Ira Warshawsky  
& Christopher A. Raimondi, Esq.

Rivkin Radler LLP
Farrell Fritz, P.C. 

Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, P.C. 
Forchelli, Curto, Deegan, Schwartz, Mineo 

& Terrana, LLP
Jaspan Schlesinger LLP

Meyer Suozzi English & Klein, P.C.

 Medium Firms
Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos, PLLC
Gassman, Baiamonte, Gruner, P.C.

*Carway & Flipse
*Horing Welikson & Rosen, P.C.

Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman,  
Eisman, Formato, Ferrara & Wolf, LLP

Berger Fischoff & Shumer, LLP
Craig D. Robins Law Offices

Stagg, Terenzi, Confusione & Wabnik, LLP
			   *tie

Small Firm/Solo
Janet Connolly, Esq.

Lisa Biondo, Esq.
Scott Schneider, Esq.
George Frooks, Esq.

Adam D’Antonio, Esq.
Anand Ahuja, Esq.
Scott Stone, Esq.

Susan Ackerman, Esq.
Rachel Rokhsar, Esq.

Harold Somer, Esq 
Stu Gelberg, Esq. 

 Non-Legal Providers 
Baker Tilly 

Realtime Reporting 
Ultimate Process Service

2016 Top Pro Bono Honorees

The complete list of honorees is on page 25.

GOLF

NCBA Domus Open
Monday, June 19, 2017
Eisenhower “The Red”

   Golf - $195 pp

Open Bar & BBQ only - $75 

SCHEDULE
12:00 p.m. - Registration
1:00 p.m. - Shotgun Start

5:30 p.m. - Open Bar & BBQ

, Vice Chair
Robert F. Schalk, Chair

Daniel W. Russo

For more information contact Jody Ratner (516)747-4070 x226
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OR I A TAS IS O C

Founded
1899

(at the Carltun)

INCLUDES:
driving range, green fees, gift, open bar & BBQ

“PLUS”
Hot Dog, Soft Drink & Bag of Chips 

@ 9th Hole Snack Bar
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Susan  Ackerman 
David Adhami 
Marjorie Adler 
Francine Adler 
Yvette Aguiar 
Anand Ahuja 
Mary Ann Aiello 
Gary Alpert 
Janet Alpert 
Stanford Altshul 
Alfred Amadio 
Stanley P. Amelkin 
Lynn M. Andrade 
Irene Angelakis 
Michael Angiulo 
Howard Arber 
Michael Aronowsky 
Caren Bailey 
Sarah Baird 
Moya Ball 
Daniel Bannen 
David Baram 
Michael Barcham 
Paige Bartholomew 
Michael  Bassett Jr. 
Annabel Bazante 
Illene Behar 
Jeffrey Benjamin 
Richard Benson 
Heath Berger 
Gail Berkowitz 
John Bermingham 
Lawrence  Berwitz 
Patrick Binakis 
Lisa Biondo 
Jonathan Bodner 
Patricia Boland 
Allan Botter 
Brian A. Boxler 
Jeanne Breiter 
Howard Brill 
Gail Broder Katz 
Maxine Broderick 
Andrea Brodie 
Michael Brofman 
Adam Browser 
Russell Burcheri 
Patricia Burden 
Marrero 
Sandra Busell 
Teresa Butler 
William A. Cadel 
Janine Campanaro 
Rina Capicotto 
John Caravella 
Catherine Carlson 
Hillary Casper 
Terese Cavanagh 
Karen Charrington 
Lauren Chartan 
Miriam  Chocron 
Ethan Choi 
Neha Chopra 
Scott Cohen 
Neil Cohen  
Janet Connolly 
Alfred Constants 
Jeremy Corapi 
William Cornachio 
Natalie Corriss 
Ellin Cowie 
Michelle Cuevas 
Adam D'Antonio 
Jay Davis 
Rudolph De Winter 
Adele Deerson 
Joseph A. DeMarco 
Michael DeTrano 
Michael DiFalco 
Diana DiLeonardo 
John DiMascio Jr. 
John DiMascio, Sr. 
Maureen Dougherty 

Karen Dowd 
Diane Dwyer 
Barbara P. Eckstein 
Eric J. Einhart 
Dorothy Eisenberg 
Thomas Elliot 
Janet Esagoff 
Charo Ezdrin 
Hon. Anthony Falanga 
Joanne Fanizza 
Crysti Farra 
Michael Fedele 
Richard  Feinsilver 
Bruce Feinstein 
Craig Feldherr 
Liying Feng 
Marcia Field 
Laurice Firenze 
Gary C. Fischoff 
Brian Fishkin 
Michael Fishman 
Ward Fitzpatrick 
Adrienne Flipse Hausch 
Evelyn Flores 
Roberta Fox 
Edward Fregosi, Jr. 
Michael Fried 
Wiiliam Friedman 
George Frooks 
Desiree Lovell Fusco 
Neil Galfunt 
Patricia Galteri 
Marc Gann 
Prem Ganshani 
Jeffrey B.  Garber 
Todd M. Gardella 
Desiree Gargano 
Stephen Gassman 
C. William Gaylor III 
Stuart Gelberg 
Samantha Gellman 
Jessica E. Gelsomino 
Marilyn Genoa 
Daniel Gerson 
Mary Giordano 
Paul Givargidze 
Ian Glick 
Dorian Glover 
Maureen  Godfry 
Ryan Goldberg 
Lisa Golden 
Cara M. Goldstein 
Douglas Good 
Colleen R.S. Gray 
Jeffrey Greener 
Cheryl L. Kreger Grella 
Reena Gulati 
Rona Gura 
Robin Guttman 
Amy Haber 
William Halkias 
Wendy Hamberger 
Christopher C. Haner 
Joseph R. Harbeson 
Tamika Hardy 
Heather P. Harrison 
Robert Harrison 
Valerie Hawkins 
Cheryl Helfer 
Michael Helfer 
Renee Himmel 
Fred Hirsh 
Warren Hoffman 
Karen Holmquist 
Hedy Horowitz 
Iris  Horowitz 
Roseanne N. Howell 

Individual Honorees    Listed Alphabetically  

Amy Hsu 
Marc J.  Ialenti 
Michael N. Impellizeri 
Veronica Irwin 
Ethan Irwin 
James Joseph 
Deborah Kahn 
Evelyn Kalenscher 
Stanford Kaplan 
Elena Karabatos 
Stavros Karageorgiou 
Jessica Karoutsos 
Elizabeth Kase 
Hon. John Kase 
Bernadette T. Kasnicki 
Deborah A. Kelly 
Gail Kenowitz 
Maureen Kessler 
Patricia Kessler 
Noorzahan Khan 
Shiva P. Khanal 
Kevin Kiley 
Andy Kimler 
Kristin J. Kircheim 
Saul Kobrick 
Carol B.  Koch 
Michael Kohler 
Seth I. Koslow 
Ada Kozicz 
Marc Kramer 
Elizabeth Krantz 
S. Robert Kroll 
Stephen D.  Kutner 
Salvatore LaMonica 
Pat Latzman 
John Lehr 
David I.  Leiser 
Dianna LeMieux 
Daryl Leon 
Bryce R. Levine 
Paul Levy 
Joseph Levy 
Siu Liang Li 
Nancy Lieberman 
David I. Lieser 
Anastasia Lipatov 
David Lira 
Gregory Lisi 
Deanna Lucci 
Mary Lucere 
Margot Ludlam 
Randa Maher 
Ellen  Makofsky 
Kimberly B. Malerba 
David Manko 
Betsy Mantell 
Genna Rosten Margolis 
Amy B. Marion 
James Markotsis 
Michael Markowitz 
Chris  Marlboro 
Jay A. Marshall 
Mark Masini 
Michael Mason 
Abraham Mazloumi 
Paul Mc Dougal 
John McEntee 
Susan  McLaughlin 
Anna McCombs 
Charles McEvily 
Timothy Raymond 
McGrath 
Shannon McKinley 
Maureen McLoughlin 
Andrew Meaney 
James Meaney 
David Mejias 
Jules Mencher 
Mindy Meyer 
Rhonda Meyer 
Erin Meyer 

Oscar Michelen 
Christopher F. Miehl 
Randi Milgrim 
Matthew A. Miller 
Frank Misiti 
Gregory R. Mitchell 
Kenneth Mock 
Andrew J. Mollica 
Katelyn Moloney 
Lee J. Mondshein 
Hilary L. Moreira 
Cory Morris 
Adam Moser 
Michael Mosscrop 
Douglas Moyal 
Kevin P. Mulry 
Linda Nanos 
Andrew G. Neal 
Eleanor Newirth 
Stacey Ramis Nigro 
Erin O'Brien 
Christopher Opisso 
Howard O'Rourke 
Thomas O'Rourke 
Chandra Ortiz 
Alexander Pabst 
Nicholas Pagano 
Peter Panaro 
Gregory Pandolfo 
Patricia Pastor 
Ashka S. Patwa 
Anthony A. Pearl 
Eric Penzer 
Michael Pernesiglio 
Brittany Perskin 
Michael Pfeifer 
Brian Picarello 
Judith Saintvil Pluviose 
Judith Powell 
Heidi Powers 
Patricia Powis 
Michael Premisler 
Jon Press 
Linda Prizer 
Jon Michael Probstein 
Aisha D. Prudent 
Robert Pryor 
Jody Pugach 
Kiran Raghubeer 
Christopher A. 
Raimondi 
Harry Raptakis 
John Reali 
Patrick Reilly 
Hillary  Reinharz 
Barton R. Resnicoff 
Michael Rich 
Joshua Rieger 
Kieth Rieger 
Joan L. Robert 
Marc Roberts 
Craig D. Robins 
Ken Robinson 
Joseph Rocco 
Charlene Rogers Sanders 
Rachel Rokhsar 
Jeanine Rooney 
Frances Rosato 
Anne Rosenbach 
Lee Rosenberg 
Jennifer Rosenkranz 
Edward M. Rosenthal 
Seth Rosner 
Genna Rosten Margolis 
Jason  Rothman 
Maureen Rothschild 
DiTata 

Large Firms 
Proskauer Rose LLP with  
Hon. Ira Warshawsky and  

Christopher A. Raimondi, Esq. 
Rivkin Radler LLP 
Farrell Fritz, P.C.  

Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, PC  
Forchelli, Curto, Deegan, Schwartz, Mineo 

& Terrana, LLP 
Jaspan Schlesinger LLP 

Meyer Suozzi English & Klein, P.C. 
 

Medium Firms 
Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos, PLLC 
Gassman, Baiamonte, Gruner, P.C. 

*Carway & Flipse 
*Horing Welikson & Rosen, PC 

 Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman, Eisman, 
Formato, Ferrara & Wolf, LLP 
Berger Fischoff & Shumer, LLP 

Craig D. Robins Law Offices 
Stagg, Terenzi, Confusione & Wabnik, LLP 

 
Small Firm/Solo 

Janet Connolly, Esq. 
Lisa Biondo, Esq. 

Scott Schneider, Esq. 
George Frooks, Esq. 

Adam D’Antonio, Esq. 
Anand Ahuja, Esq. 
Scott Stone, Esq. 

Susan Ackerman, Esq. 
Rachel Rokhsar, Esq. 
Harold Somer, Esq. 
Stu Gelberg, Esq.  

 
Non-Legal Providers  

Baker Tilly 
Realtime Reporting 

 Ultimate Process Service    
                                                          *Tie 

Thank You to Our Sponsors 
 
 

GOLD 
Farrell Fritz, P.C. 

Forchelli, Curto, Deegan, Schwartz,  
Mineo  & Terrana, LLP 

Proskauer Rose LLP  
Rivkin Radler LLP 

Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, PC 

Nassau County Bar Association 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services 
 

 

SILVER 
 Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman, 

Eisman, Formato,  Ferrara  
& Wolf, LLP 

Moritt Hock & Hamroff  LLP 

Rosicki Rosicki & Associates 

Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos, PLLC 

The Safe Center  LI 
 

BRONZE 

Sahn Ward Coschignano, PLLC 
 

FRIENDS 

Steven G. Leventhal, Esq. 

Joseph Rotkowitz 
Gail Rubenstein 
Diana Lozada Ruiz 
Alan Rutkin 
Carol Ryder 
Jason  Sackoor 
David Saed 
Sherli Saed 
Leonard Saltz 
Robert E. Sandler 
Gail Saul 
Lawrence  Schaffer 
Jerome Scharoff 
Terry Scheiner 
John Scherer 
Joseph Schettino 
Stephen Schlissel 
Scott R. Schneider 
Bradley Schnur 
Michael Schoenberg 
Lisa Schoenfeld 
Lois Schwaeber 
Maria Schwartz 
Robert Seiffert 
Abbe Shapiro 
Kevin P. Sheerin 
David Sibek 
Kyce Siddiqi 
Marco D. Silva 
Lisa Silverman 
William C. Silverman 
Christina L. Sittner 
Alexander E. Sklavos 
Sue Slavin 
Ira Slavit 
Roman Solonyy 
Louis Soloway 
Harold Somer 
Gregorio Sorrentino 
William Sparks 
Matthew V. Spero 
Theresa Spinillo Beck 
Hon. Elaine Jackson 
Stack 
Rita Stein 
John C. Stellakis 
Stephen Stern 
Sandra Stines 
Scott Stone 
Matthew Tanenbaum 
John Tasolides 
Brooks Taylor 
Ronald Terenzi 
Andrew Thaler 
Christopher Theobalt 
Paul Timpone 
Kevin Timson 
Frank Tiscione 
Jeffrey  Toback 
Frank Torres 
Maria Treglia 
Darlene Treston 
Jonathan I. Ullmann 
Frank Valverde 
Rogerlyn Velez-Cipriano  
Alina Vengerov 
Raymond Verdi 
Samuel Veytsman 
Ingrid Villagran 
John Jr. Vobis 
Edward Waldman 
Richard  Walsh 
Stacy Wardle 
John A. Weber IV 
Herbert Weiss 
Janis Weissman 
John P. Whiteman III 
James M. Wicks 
David Witkon 
Brian Woods 
Frederic Wool 
Kathleen Wright 
Stewart Wurtzel 
Dalia Zaza 
John Zenir 

AtoJ Recognition 2016 - FP ad  - GBK, SB, GB 
4/25/17 

Law FirmsLaw FirmsLaw Firms   
Ranked by pro bono service 

 

2016 ACCESS TO JUSTICE  
PRO BONO  

RECOGNITION 

Recognizing Attorneys, Judges and Firms That Have Performed 
Distinguished Volunteer Service to Help Low-Income and 
Vulnerable Persons Gain Access to the Civil Justice System. 

 


