
“Presidential” speaker, innovative new sessions and format changes 
to make 2013 Bench Bar Conference a fresh and new experience for 
judges and attorneys

The 2013 Palm Beach County Bench Bar Conference aims 
to appeal to both new and veteran attendees with a number 
of innovative new sessions and format changes. Among the 
highlights of the March 1st event will be a fascinating luncheon 
keynote by Former Special Counsel to President Gerald Ford 
and attorney Benton Becker. Mr. Becker was instrumental in 
the process that led to the pardon of President Richard Nixon 
and the disposition of Nixon’s papers and the famous tapes. 
President Ford asked Mr. Becker, who has served as an adjunct 
professor of constitutional law at the University of Miami, to 
research every aspect of the pardon’s constitutionality. Mr. 

Becker will share his unique experience in the pardon process and his role as special 
counsel to President Ford. 

www.palmbeachbar.org February 2013

PALM  BEACH  COUNTY  BAR  ASSOC IAT ION

Inside...
President’s Message  ...........................3
Professional Council ...........................4
Probate Corner ....................................5
Diversity Corner .................................6
Capital Campaign ...............................7
Rules of Civil Procedure .....................8
Technology Corner .............................9
Judicial Lunch ...................................10

Real Property Report ........................11
New Members ...................................12
Bankruptcy Corner ............................13
Holiday Party Highlights ..................14
Personal Injury Corner ......................15
Professionalism Corner .....................17
Family Law Corner ...........................19
Bulletin Board ...................................23

Mark your calendar for 
upcoming Membership Events
February 1: Joint Luncheon with 
Federal Bar and Bankruptcy Bar 
Associations. Guest speaker is 11th 
Circuit Chief Judge Joel Dubina

March 1: Bench Bar Conference

April 5: Joint Luncheon with PBC 
Justice Assn. with Guest Speaker 
Marsha Hunter – Consultant on 
Persuasion and Public Speaking 
Techniques for Lawyers

April 24: Celebrate Administrative 
Professional Day with a Firm Trivia 
Contest

April 26: Inaugural Golf/CLE Program

April 30: Annual Judicial Reception

May 3: Law Day Luncheon with guest 
speaker Michael Glazier, Nationally 
Prominent Attorney Representing 
Universities Under NCAA Investigation 

June 1: Annual Installation Banquet

Continued on page 7

Members of the Young 
Lawyers Section Board distributed 
toys to foster children during the 
holidays and held a pizza party 
with Santa to distribute them. 
Special thanks to the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in West Palm Beach 
for donating the space, to the 
North County Section for their 
financial contribution and to 
Talia Suskauer and her friends for 
providing entertainment for the 
children.



Rules of Civil Procedure Corner

In honor of Valentine’s Day, we 
present this Ode to the Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 

It is well-known that the rules
Are the most basic of tools
For prosecuting a claim or defense. 
Without rules for pleadings,
We’d have no proceedings 
Or at least none that make any sense. 

Sure, the rules are a bore.
They are often a chore.
But they serve a critical function. 
They govern motions and petitions,
And final dispositions, 
And the occasional temporary injunction.

The rules tell us when to file,
And how to consolidate for trial.
They go on and on about mediation.
They bring composure and decorum 
To disclosure and choice of forum,
And speak plenty of complex litigation.

Yes, the rules are our friend 
From beginning to end, 
But there’s something we probably should 

mention. 
It is easy to forget 
That the rules have more than just one set
So you must pay sufficient attention. 

Like the rules for federal and state -- 
They don’t always equate.
It’s not even worth asking why. 
For example, in federal court
(Whether in contract or in tort)
Affirmative defenses get no Reply. 

Now, we don’t mean to tell you
To get emotional about venue; 
We understand if you don’t feel the 

attraction. 
It’s tough to get sentimental 
About pleadings supplemental
Or even a third party action. 

Love them or hate them,
Feel free to debate them.
Or decide which rule you like best. 
But without them, you see
You might as well be
Practicing law in the wild west. 

And if you are sure to embrace
The rules in every case,
We’ll dare to make just one prediction.
You’ll be at the top of your game,
And you’ll earn a good name 
When litigating in this jurisdiction. 

Matt Triggs is the head of the 
litigation department of Proskauer 
Rose LLP in Boca Raton. Matt 
disavows any responsibility for this 
(or any other) Ode. Jonathan Galler 
is a senior associate in the department 
and is prepared to take full blame. 
Both concentrate their practices in 
commercial and probate litigation.

Ode to the Rules of Civil Procedure
By Matt Triggs and Jonathan Galler
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The PBCBA has discount movie tickets available for its members.  
 Remember, these tickets make great gifts for family, babysitters, staff, clients or end 
of the year gifts for teachers. Savings are available for the following theaters:

* Muvico Theater - $8.00 each ($10.00 at box office)
* Regal Theaters $8.00 each ($10.00 at box office)
Come by the office and pick up your tickets today (payment only by check or 

credit card). Tickets will only be FedEx’d (not mailed) if member provides us with a 
FedEx number. PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Movie tickets make great gifts for teachers, 
clients and staff!

Member Benefit Program
Affiniscape Merchant Solutions

Credit/Debit Card Processing
(866) 376-0950 

Association Members Only
Discounted Office Supplies  

(6% rebate on all purchases)
(260) 467-2222

Brooks Brothers Clothing
15% discount

www.palmbeachbar.org/benefits.php

Daily Business Review
Discounted Subscriptions

(877) 347-6682

East Coast Dry Cleaners
10% Discount

719 N. Dixie Highway, WPB

Metlife Insurance
Discounted Policies

Bob Greenberg (772) 340-7741

Movie Theatre Tickets
Discounted tickets for Muvico & Regal

(561) 687-2800 Eva Gray

Online Courses
Classes for speeding tickets, first time 

drivers, notaries and many more
www.palmbeachbar.org/online courses.php

Paychex
Discounted (15%) Payroll  

and HR Services 
New Enrollees Only
(561) 655-5542 

PBCBA CLE CD’s
Discounted audio recordings of seminars

(561) 687-2800, Eva Gray
www.palmbeachbar.org/continuing.php

PBCBA Lawyer Referral Service
Client Referrals  

(561) 687-2800 Eva or Dee

Tickets at Work
Theme Park, Broadway/Las Vegas Shows 

& Other Entertainment Discounts
(800) 331-6483

www.ticketsatwork.com

USI Affinity
Professional Liability Insurance

Contact (877) LPL-4671


