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Transcript: Robin Painter on Private Investment Funds 
I am Robin Painter. I am a corporate attorney in the Private Investment Funds Group. I co-chair the group as well as the Corporate Department for the firm. 

What led me into the fund formation practice?

What led me into the fund formation practice? It probably started around ’85 when I first started practicing. I, like many corporate attorneys, did a number of things: capital markets, M&A, corporate representation. 

I was at that point in my career… 

I was at that point of my career where it was pretty clear to me you couldn’t be an expert at everything, so I chose the investment funds group as an area that I wanted to specialize in. Fast forward 25 years later, and the funds practice now has close to 100 attorneys in it.  

I’m very thrilled to say that many of our clients… for 20 to 25 years. 

I’m very thrilled to say that many of our clients have been with us for 20 to 25 years. Really, what you want to be as a senior lawyer is you want to be someone who is providing valuable input to your clients and the only way to really do that is understanding their business, understanding the overall context in which they operate.  

Understanding the overall context…
I developed a habit of taking a Friday afternoon and calling some of my clients off the clock and just hearing what they are doing and what they think they’re going to be doing, what’s coming down the pike, what challenges they may be facing so that myself and the team could start thinking about how we could better service those clients.

Spending the time to understand…it’s really that simple. 

Spending the time to understand what input you can provide to their management structure and then providing that in a cost-effective and timely basis; it’s really that simple. We view it as our job to know what’s coming and to know what people are thinking and preparing our clients. So, in addition to just talking with our clients as often as we can and working with them as closely as we can we, of course, work for industry organizations throughout the U.S. and Europe. We speak frequently at conferences. We create a lot of customized conferences for our clients so that they can learn what’s going on and we try to create a free exchange of ideas within those client conferences, all to ensure that we are hopefully one step ahead of where the industry is going so that we can adequately respond to our clients as they need us.
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